
 
Trees for Sacramento 

Trees4sacto@sbcglobal.net 
 

November 7, 2021 

Councilmember Jeff Harris 
New City Hall 
Via email 
 
Regarding:  Sacramento’s Tree Canopy and SB 9 Emergency Ordinance 
 
Dear Councilmember Harris: 
 
Trees for Sacramento shares your concern about the relationship between residential 
densification and urban forest tree canopy goals.  That’s why we are sending these comments 
regarding the urgency of the tree canopy goals and the challenges the City faces in meeting 
them in the context of SB 9 (Chapter 162 of 2021, Atkins).  That’s also why we are suggesting 
some approaches to shaping the City’s Emergency Ordinance in order to meet those tree 
canopy goals. 
 
As we said at the November 1 Community Forum: Protecting Neighborhoods, Trees and 
Affordable Housing, Sacramento faces three crises:  Environmental Injustice, the Climate 
Change Crisis, and a critical shortage of affordable housing. City decision-makers must ensure 
that actions to resolve one crisis don’t exacerbate the others. 
 
City Council Resolution 465 (2019) declared a Climate Emergency and called for action to 
restore a safe climate.  One of the most cost effective ways to fight climate change in cities is 
through preserving and enlarging a healthy urban tree canopy.  In fact, several cities have 
already adopted strategies related to urban tree canopy as part of their climate change 
mitigation strategy. 
 
The proposed Urban Forest Master Plan will set a tree canopy coverage goal for the City and its 
neighborhoods.  According to the City, 80% of our tree canopy is on private property, primarily 
residential property – our front and back yards. Preserving and expanding residential canopy is 
necessary to meet canopy goals.  Every yard used for building additional housing units as 
authorized in SB 9 is lost in terms of existing canopy and the potential for future canopy.  
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The proposed Urban Forest Master Plan will have an emphasis on under-canopied areas.  Our 
city-wide canopy coverage of 19.1% (Sacramento UTC Assessment, Davey 2018) varies widely 
between neighborhoods: South Area community plan area canopy is 14.76%, while the Land 
Park community plan area canopy is 47.7%.  Can Sacramento meet its goal for special impact in 
low-canopy areas if yard space is lost to additional units there? 
  
How Can Canopy Goals Be Met in the Context of SB 9? 
 
SB 9 development must not impair Tree Canopy protection goals per the Urban Forest Master 
Plan and City Ordinance.   Existing trees and open space to plant trees should be preserved.  
Possible elements to ensure this can include: 
 
• Revise the existing Citywide Infill Housing Design Standards to include canopy coverage 

as an objective standard.   
• Ensure existing protections in City Code must prevail; Urban Forestry should not use an 

application for an SB 9 unit as a reason to justify removal of a Private Protected Tree. 
• Require applications for SB 9 units include assessment of existing trees on the lot – all 

trees, not just Private Protected trees. 
• Implement limits on ministerial approval of SB 9 units as much as possible based on tree 

canopy goals as established in the Urban Forest Master Plan. 
• Include, if possible, loss of canopy trees as a reason to reject ministerial approval of an 

SB 9 application.  Climate change mitigation and public health concerns could be cited.  
• Require site plans to include set-backs to allow planting of at least one canopy tree, with 

appropriate permeable surface. The City should ensure that landscape plans will provide 
sufficient water for trees to thrive. 

• Explore ways to prevent clustering of SB 9 units to avoid creating urban heat islands. 
 
Thank you for your willingness to meet with neighborhoods deeply concerned about their tree 
canopy. Please let us know how we can help your efforts to protect and grow our City’s urban 
forest. You may communicate with us at trees4sacto@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Trees for Sacramento       

     
Karen Jacques     Daniel Pskowski     

    
Luree Stetson     Jude Lamare  

   
Francesca Reitano    Kate Riley   
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Cc:  Mayor and Council Members 
Save Sacramento Neighborhoods 
Greg Sandlund, Evan Compton, and Matt Hertel 

 City of Sacramento Planning Division 


